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Abstract:

Anyone who observes and reads about King Abdullah’s efforts in this domain finds an
effective method and a fully-fledged vision, in which it is clear how deep is his awareness of the
nation’s problems and his empathy towards the world issues and crises. In the following pages
| tried to examine this vision by discovering its elements and implanting it into an organized
logic that ties its parts. Thus, these parts are seen in four titles: the nature of diversity, the
cultural establishment, the acceptance of others, and lastly positive communication.

Keywords: vision\ cultural \ King Abdullah \ discourse.
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the reviewer:
The Holy Quran.

* Okaz newspaper, from an article: The words
of the late king settle in the conscience of the
homeland and the citizen, Ali bin Ghersan,
4/4/1436 AH.

* Al Bayan Newspaper, Sultan Hamdi Al Jasmi,
May 9, 2015.

* The sociology of culture, concepts and
problems from modernity to globalization,
Abdel Ghani Imad, Center for Arab Unity
Studies, Beirut, 2016.

* |Ibn Manzoor, Lisan al-Arab, took care of its
correction: Amin Muhammad Abd al-Wahhab
and Muhammad al-Sadiq, al-Ubaidi, House of
Revival of Arab Heritage, Beirut, 2nd edition,
1997 AD.

* The problem of culture, Malik Bin Nabi, Dar Al-
Fikr for Printing and Publishing, Damascus,
2006.

* Atrticle: “Dialogue of cultures is an existential
necessity for the stability of societies,
Aida Abdel Hamid, Al Khaleej Newspaper,
8/7/2014 AD.

* Article: “The Dialogue of Civilizations Is Still
a Human Necessity,” Abdul Aziz Al-Tuwaijri,
Asharq Al-Awsat newspaper, issue: 9320,
4/15/1425 AH.

* King’s Biography Website “http://www.

kingbio.org.sa/exhibition/quotes.aspx”.

* |bn Faris, ADictionary of Language Measures,
achieved by: Abdel Salam Haroun, Dar Al-
Fikr for Printing and Publishing, 1979.
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Abstract:

The objective of this research is to document the civilizational and intellectual march of
King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz in general, and to monitor his interests in libraries in particular,
with a focus on some pioneering models. In addition to investigating King Abdullah’s support
for books and various information vessels, and his efforts to spread knowledge and science.
As well as extrapolating the achievements that took place during his reign with regard to
the establishment of conferences, seminars and various intellectual festivals that serve the
cultural aspect, with the aim of strengthening the movement of scientific research in the field,
and opening the way for more future studies that document the march of the Saudi leadership.
The importance of this scientific effort stems from the importance of the subject, the value
and status of the personality under study, and the vital role of culture and knowledge in the
civilizational system. Some may be ignorant of this important aspect of contemporary Saudi
history, or they may not realize the benevolent efforts made by the leadership in serving
cultural and scientific causes.

Key Words:

Documenting Saudi history, King Abdullah’s scientific initiatives, Saudi libraries, King
Abdullah’s interest in culture, comprehensive development in the Kingdom..
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The Impact of King Abdullah’s
Scholarship Programs®

Amal bint Mitaab Albdrani

Masters of Science
Higher Education Administration (M.S.E.)

Abstract:

This research was an online survey of both male and female graduates of Saudi Arabia’s largest
scholarship program, the King Abdullah Scholarship Program (KASP), and measured the success of
the program through employment and graduate satisfaction with the study abroad experience. The
research addressed two questions; Is KASP successful when defined as graduates finding employment
in their area of study? And, is KASP successful when defined as the graduates’ satisfaction with the
study abroad program? The study used a factorial design to capture the effect of several independent
variables affecting employment such as gender, age, and field of study, prior experience, and or level
of education. Survey questions also used a Likert scale to capture independent variables affecting
graduate satisfaction with KASP addressed the graduate’s language barrier, multicultural experience,
academic readiness, and perceived academic difficulty. The quantitative data from the surveys was
clustered and analyzed to determine the independent variable’s effect on the dependent variables of
employment and student satisfaction. The data from this research is significant to the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia in assessing the ability of programs like KASP to improve the country’s historical problem with low
employment among Saudi citizens and overcome issues with the workforce’s lack of English language
skills and of technical skills. It is particularly relevant since 60% of Saudi’s population is under the age
of 18, and developing solutions to workforce preparation in a global economy is becoming increasingly
relevant as young students enter the workforce.

Keywords: King Abdullah Scholarship Program, KASP, Saudi Arabia, employment, study abroad
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CHAPTER I: Introduction

In 2005, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
instituted the largest scholarship program in its
history.

The program known as King Abdullah’s
Scholarship Program (KASP) was a program to
send Saudi students to many countries. It was
intended to develop future leaders in both the
government and private sector through study
abroad programs (SACM, 2012). The oil crisis
of the 1980’s created an economic slowdown
that lasted throughout the 1990’s and early
2000’s. Saudi Arabia experienced high rates of
unemployment among its citizens because of
a heavy reliance on foreign workers. Relations
with the United States were strained following
the 9/11 terrorist attacks (Hilal et al., 2015).
The Ministry of Education started the KASP
program to improve US relations and help with
the “Saudization” of the job market and reduce
the percentage of foreign workers (Al-Dosary
& Rahman, 2005). Participation in the program
was extensive; yet, the success of the study
abroad/scholarship program has not yet been
evaluated. There was no research into the
success of a monumental, ten-year-old study
abroad/scholarship program. This research
paper attempts to measure the success of the
KASP program and the value of an international
education through the use of quantitative
data. The research study examines student
participation in KASP, the overall satisfaction of
the students’ experiences, and the graduates’
success in obtaining a position after graduation.
It also examines factors that affect participants
such as similarities and differences between
Saudi and American educational systems and

cultural differences that could impact both the
effectiveness of the KASP program and student
satisfaction with the study abroad experience.
Analysis of the data examined male and female
responses separately due to cultural differences
that impact the employment of women.

CHAPTER II: Literature Review

This literature review covers the history of
the King Abdullah Scholarship Program (KASP).
It traces its origins back to the 1990s downturn
in the Saudi Arabian economy and globalization
of education. It examines resulting Sixth
Development Plan, which established goals to
shift jobs away from dependence on foreign
workers, and the role KASP played in preparing
Saudi citizens to fulfill that shift in employment.
It examines previous studies of institutions
actively seeking international students for study
abroad programs and the increasing rate of
unemployment among university graduates.
The review also examines the history of KASP
including the shift to Saudi students to studying
abroad on a massive scale and the factors
affecting Saudi’s international students such as

language, academic preparation and gender.
Finally, it identifies the factors that best

determine the success of KASP program by
identifying the crucial areas to determine the
success such as: the job hunt, employment
status, and overall student satisfaction with the
program.

2.1 Origins of King Abdullah’s
Scholarship Program (KASP)

2.1.1 The Saudi Economy
Historically Saudi's economy has been
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highly dependent on the oil and petrochemical
industry and foreign labor (Achoui, 2009).
During the 1990’s Saudi Arabia faced a problem
with unemployment among Saudi citizens. At
the peak of the oil boom the countries per capita
income was $21,000. Through the 1970s and
1980s there was little reason for Saudi citizens
to work, however, over the next decade incomes
fell to $6,700 (Kronemer, 1997). The workforce
was shaped by the rise and fall of the oil boom.

The government sector employed less than
800,000 people compared to 5.4 million jobs in
the private sector (Achoui, 2009). However, in
spite of the fact that the vast majority of jobs are
in the private sector, most Saudi citizens want
to work in the government because of the job
security and high pay, while most private sector
jobs prefer to hire foreign workers (Achoui, 2009).
Without a plan to address employment issues,
the situation would continue to decline because
Saudi Arabia has a young population, 60% of
its citizens are below the age of 18 (Achoui,
2009). As this generation begins to enter the job
market, the availability of job opportunities and
worker readiness needed to improve.

2.1.2 Unemployment of Saudi Citizens

Saudi unemployment falls into two
categories: voluntary and involuntary
unemployment (Calvert & Al-Setaiwi, 2002).
Saudi unemployment statistics are based on
the assumption that only 19 percent of the
population (35.3 percent of the population)
actually participates in the labor force (Al-
Dosary & Rahman, 2005). To help correct this
Saudi's Seventh Development Plan (2000-
2004) identified several factors that influenced

the private sector’s decisions to employ high

percentages of foreign laborers such as; high
hourly wages for Saudis, negative social and
cultural perceptions toward manual and low
status jobs, lack of English language skills and
lack of technical skills (Achoui, 2009).

The study also identified underlying issues
with the low population size and an inadequate
educational system that contributes to a Saudi
labor shortage. Furthermore, cultural issues
contributed to unemployment problems like an
insignificant rate of female employment (Achoui,
2009). The low numbers of employed women
was due in part to a lack of technical education
and vocational training (TEVT) for women.
Calvert and Al-Setaiwi (2002) found that “Islamic
countries plan their education of women with
regard to Islamic Law... But only 5 percent of
the students enrolling in TEVT in Saudi Arabia
are female compared with 25 percent in all the
other 10 Islamic countries” (p.116). Therefore,
researchers concluded that the low percentages
in Saudi were not due to Islamic Law but rather
cultural norms (Calvert & Al- Setaiwi, 2002).

Large numbers of foreign workers were
employed within Saudi borders, and Saudi
citizens were not trained for many technical
jobs. A Royal Decree mandated a phase out
of foreign workers to try and halt problems
with Saudi unemployment before the large
percentage of young laborers entered the job
market (Kronemer, 1997). In addition to creating
positions for workers, the Sixth Development
Plan (1995-1999) established goals to build
aworking class of Saudi citizens for “Saudization”
ofthe workforce (Kronemer, 1997).

2.1.3 Saudization
In the mid-1990s, the Saudization program
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sought to employ Saudi nationals, reduce over-
reliance on foreign worker and recapture and
reinvest income that was flowing overseas (Al-
Dosary & Rahman, 2005). The program hoped
to quiet the middle class and create jobs for
the young workers entering the mob market.
The program provided apprenticeships and
paid 75% of the worker’s salary for two years,
to encourage private sector jobs (Al-Dosary &
Rahman, 2005). Businesses were required to
increase the number of Saudi nationals by 5%
a year. By 1995, the percentage of Saudis in
the labor force had grown by 65% (Al-Dosary &
Rahman, 2005).

2.1.4 Globalization

Simultaneous with the Ministry of Labor’s
plan for ‘Saudiazation” of the workforce, the
advent of the Internet and globalization created
a fast-paced, knowledge based society (Goralski
& Tootoonchi, 2015). It became necessary to
produce, transfer and disseminate information.
The number of international students grew to
100 million students are studying at 18,000
institutions around the world with a quarter of
them studying in the United States (Goralski
& Tootoonchi,2015). By 2005, Saudi Arabia
became a part of the globalization of education
with participation in the KASP program.

2.2 Scope of KASP

KASP began in 2005 as an agreement
between U.S. President Bush and King Abdullah.
It was conceived as a means to rebuild US/
Saudi relations in the wake of the 9/11 terrorist
attacks (Hilal, Scott, & Maadad, 2015). The
KASP program was developed to solve many of

the educational and economic problems facing
Saudi Arabia. The Mission of the KASP program
was to create an international level of highly
qualified individuals for Saudi universities, as
well as government and private sector jobs (Hilal
et al, 2015). It was an “educational revolution”
with enormous political, economic, and socio-
cultural impacts (Hilal et al, 2015).

2.2.1 Program Participation

In the first year, there were 9,000 students,
and the numbers grew to 185,000 by 2014 (Hilal
et al, 2015). KASP is the largest scholarship
program in the history of the country with 71,000
students studying in U.S. schools. Saudi students
in the United States pursued degrees from
bachelor programs to residency and medical
fellowships; they are spread across every field
of study (SACM, 2012). The program grew to
include other English speaking countries.

2.2.2 KASP demographics

A survey found that 54% of the students
were married, and 68% had children. They were
distributed across English speaking countries;
44% in the US, 33% in Australia, 9% in the U.K.
and 28% in Canada. (Hilal et al, 2015). The
same survey also found that 78% of respondents
believed participation in KASP would result
in a higher standard of living and improve the
country; 82 % expected a higher salary when
they returned home (Hilal et al, 2015).

2.2.3 Participant Locations (within the US)
KASP started in 2005 as a program to equip
students with knowledge and skills needed to
be future world leaders (SACM, 2012). Students
are spread throughout the US, but the majority
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of schools, in order of greatest participation are:
California, Texas, Ohio, Florida, Pennsylvania,
Michigan, Colorado, Virginia, Massachusetts,
and Indiana. The program provides participants
with full tuition, medical and dental coverage, a
monthly stipend, and annual round- trip tickets
for students and family members. In addition,
KASP provides incentives for high GPA's, and
allowances for tutoring and scientific materials
(SACM, 2012).

2.2.4 Globalization of Education

The large number of students participating
in study abroad programs does not always
translate to success in the programs of study.
Saudi students participating in the KASP
program have become human capital because
institutions actively seek international students
for study abroad programs, in spite of the fact that
there was an increasing rate of unemployment
among university graduates (Elgeddawy, 2013).
Many universities view international students
as an additional revenue stream (Goralski &
Tootoonchi, 2015).

2.3 Educational Differences

2.3.1 Cultural Differences

Similarities and differences with academic
and cultural challenges may affect the Saudi
student’s experience in a study abroad program.
The differences present challenges either
academically or culturally. Metcalfe (2011)
examined social and cultural factors affecting
Arab women, and found extreme cultural
differences could adversely affect study abroad
experiences for Arabic women.

2.3.2 Academic Preparedness

Low academic preparedness of Saudi
students presented challenges. Sadaawi (2010)
reported low student performance of Saudi
Arabia students on tests in 2003 and 2007. The
Kingdom attempted to improve scores; however,
they have struggled to use best practices to
improve the substandard test results (Sadaawi,
2010). In 2013, proceedings of the Commission
for International Adult Education presented an
article concerning the obstacles facing adult
education in Saudi Arabia, which found that
Saudi education was hampered by the lack
of scientific research, curriculum obstacles,
obstacles for teachers, and the learners’
environment (Alajlan, et al,).

2.3.4 Technical and Vocational Differences

There was additional research by Calvert
and Al- Shetaiwi (2002), which highlights a lack
of training in technical and vocational areas.
Said & Al- Buraey (2009) noted that there was
a marked imbalance between what the labor
market required and the Saudi University
graduates. More than 80% of the graduates
were in social science and arts disciplines,
while areas such as medicine and engineering
have less than 3% of the graduates (Said & Al-
Buraey, 2009).

2.4 Cultural Differences

2.4.1 Sociocultural Factors

Some research showed that when GPA,
educational and sociocultural factors, such as
gender, measures performance marital status,
interests and motivation affected performance
(Salem, et al, 2013). Similarities in the student’s
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educational and sociocultural factors may play
a larger role than the differences in educational
systems. Data is needed on the educational
and sociocultural of KASP participants to help
determine the impact on graduates’ satisfaction
with the study abroad experience.

2.4.2 Experience Transition or Culture Changing

An examination of the success of the KASP
program must specifically examine the Saudi
student’s overall satisfaction with their study
abroad experience. The ASHE-ERIC Report
(2002) examines the graduates’ response to the
factors that influence identity and multicultural
competence, and examination of the factors
that build comfort with self and others through
exposure to diversity such as: race, culture,
spirituality, politics, socialization, physical
appearance, historical context, and social
identity.

2.4.3 Language Challenges

Goldoni (2015) focused on the linguistic
and cultural experience of students and found
that many were anchored in their own ideas
and values. She said that many study abroad
students were not prepared linguistically and
culturally to optimize their education in a foreign
institution (Goldoni, 2015). This was concerning
because a separate study in the United Arab
Emirates showed that student competence in
English is the most important factor in academic
performance. (Salem, et al, 2013)

2.5 Saudi Graduates

2.5.1 The Job Hunt and Employment
The job hunt and employment are by far some

of the most valuable measurements for examining
the success of the KASP program. This study
gathered quantitative data to investigate the
length of time looking for a job, and the graduates’
perceived readiness to work in their field of study.
Employment among college graduates has grown
over the last decade with the average number
of Saudi employees with university degrees is
currently around 30.1% (Habibi, 2015).

2.5.2 Graduate Satisfaction

Consideration must be given to the graduates’
satisfaction with job requirements, starting pay,
and location of employment. Traditionally Saudi’s
prefer government jobs to private sector jobs
(Achoui, 2009).

2.5.3 Gender Considerations

To fully examine the complexities issue,
the study gathered and analyzed information
in based on gender. Al-Ahmadi (2011) found
that female graduates encounter more
educational and employment challenges than
males because the historical role of women in
Saudi was hindered by lack of empowerment
and problems in structural challenges in the
workplace. Consequently, this study was
distributed to a representative male and female
population of graduates in an attempt to capture
the differences in successful employment
associated with gender.

A study by Hutchings, Metcalfe and
Cooper (2010) designed to find the barriers to
Middle Eastern women faced in international
employment identified four barriers to
management with international assignments 1)
corporate resistance 2) foreigner prejudice, 3)
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women’s own disinterest

lack of family support. These factors were
considered in the examination of employment
for women in Saudi after graduation.

2.5.4 Global Competency

The experience Saudi student’s gain in global
competency may contribute to employment
later on. Research shows that, when all factors
are equal, employers choose study abroad
participants over other applicants (Harder,
2015). A distinction was made to determine fif,
in some cases, the student’s inability to gain
employment played a role in their decision to
continue their education, or move back to Saudi.

2.5.5 Graduates not Seeking Immediate
Employment
It was important to capture the number of
students moving back or staying on for further
education, and to attempt to identify the reason
for not seeking employment. Research has
found that cultural and psychological factors can
prevent some Saudi’s from seeking employment.
Professions seen as degrading are
traditionally disliked, and a psychological
attitude toward work (Al-Dosary. Rahman, &
Adedoyinia  2006).

2.6 Problem Statement

It has been ten years since the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia instituted the largest scholarship
program in its history intended to develop future
leaders in both the government and private
sector through study abroad programs (SACM,
2012). Much was known about the number of
participants; however a current study on the

graduates’ satisfaction with the experience or the
success of KASP graduates to find employment
after returning to Saudi was needed. This
research studied KASP by gender since Al-
Ahmadi (2011) found that female graduates
encounter more educational and employment
challenges than males because the historical
role of women in Saudi was hindered by lack
of empowerment and problems in structural
challenges in the workplace.

Research is needed to study a number
of factors affecting employment of KASP
graduates. The satisfaction with employment
is important since prior studies have shown
that Saudis vie many professions as degrading
are traditionally disliked, and a psychological
attitude toward work (Al-Dosary. Rahman, and
Adedoyinia 2006). Determining the success
of KASP in developing future leaders can be
measured in part by the graduate’s in satisfaction
with employment. Past research has shown
found that cultural and psychological factors
prevent some Saudi’s from seeking employment

(Al Dosary, et al, 2006).
The research is also needed to examine a

number of independent variables that affect
the graduates’ satisfaction with KASP. Surveys
examined language barriers since Goldoni
(2015) found that students anchored in their
own ideas and values through linguistic and
cultural ties were affected academically.
Academic preparedness was also examined
as an independent variable since Sadaawi
(2010) found that Saudi struggled to improve
the substandard test results and academic
preparedness can affect the graduates’ overall
satisfaction with the KASP experience.
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2.7 Purpose of the Present Research
Study

This study gathered quantitative data and
conducted correlation analysis of the data
to determine success of the KASP program
and the impact of an international education
on participants. There was existing data on
the number of participants in KASP and their
fields of study. However, there was no existing
research on the success of the program
following completion of studies. The research
attempts to measure the success of the KASP
program and the value of an international
education through the use of quantitative data.
The research examined student participationin
KASP, the overall satisfaction of the students’
experiences, and the graduates’ success
in obtaining a position after graduation. It
examined the impact of differences between
Saudi and American educational systems that
could impact both the effectiveness of the
KASP program and student satisfaction with
the study abroad experience. Research also
attempted to isolate the factors that influenced
the graduates’ overall satisfaction and identify
factors that add value to the individual's study
abroad experience. Quantitative data was
used to document the success of the KASP
program. Because of cultural differences
had the potential to affect employment
of women in Saudi Arabia, the research
analyzed employment data on male and
female participants separately. It concluded
with identification of the Gap in knowledge
concerning factors such as the impact the
students’ field of study and the application of
facts uncovered by the research.

2.8 Research Questions

There were two research questions; 1) Is
KASP successful when defined as graduates
finding employment in their area of study?
And, 2) Is KASP successful when defined
as the graduate’s satisfaction with the study
abroad program? It was necessary to examine
both employment and graduate satisfaction
to determine the success of KASP for two
reasons. First, the KASP program was part of
the solution for Saudi’s historical unemployment
crisis. And second, the KASP program was
also a multicultural education program with the
US. Even if the graduates were not employed,
the program could be deemed successful as a
multicultural experience for KASP graduates.

2.9 Variables

In this study the dependent variables were
employment and student satisfaction with the
KASP program. These variables could be
affected by multiple independent variables.

Employment might be affected by the
independent variables such as field of
study, gender, experience, and age. Student
satisfaction with the KASP experience could
also be affected by the independent variables
such as language barriers, multicultural
experience, academic preparedness, and
academic experience at the US University. In
addition, independent variables concerning
the university may have also affected the
participant’s satisfaction such as private or public
institutions, size of the institution and urban
or rural location. Information on independent
variables was captured on a Likert scale to help
determine a quantitate correlation between the
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independent variables and dependent variables.
The questionnaire were gathered quantitative
data on independent variables, and correlations
were ran between variables responses to help
determine correlations between the independent
variables and dependent variables.

2.10Significance of the Study

This study provides information on
the sample population and the effect of
independent variables on the KASP graduates’
employment and satisfaction with the program.
It reports correlations between paired data and
determines the impact of degree received and
employment since, previous reports stated that
more than 80% of the graduates were in social
science and arts disciplines, while areas such
as medicine and engineering have less than
3% of the graduates (Said & Al-Buraey, 2009).
It also validates the graduates’ expectation of
a higher standard of living. Since prior research
that showed 78% of KASP participants expected
a higher standard of living as a result of KASP
participation (Hilal et al, 2015).

There are limitations that require further
study such as cultural factors affecting
employment such as wasta. Wasta is an
Arabic word meaning “clout” and is a system of
nepotism that exists within the Kingdom. The
study was also limited in its ability to analyze the
outside influences on the Saudi job market such
as of unrest in the Middle East and changes
in the Saudi economy. These factors may play
a significant role in employment all Saudis,
including KASP graduates.

Chapter llI: Methodology
3.1 ResearchQuestions and Predictions
Research Question #1
Is KASP successful when defined as graduates
finding employment in their area of study?

Prediction #1

It was predicted that graduates who received
degrees in the US would easily find employment
in their area of study. Prior research showed 78%
of KASP participants expected a higher standard
of living as a result of KASP participation (Hilal
etal, 2015).

Research Question #2

Is KASP successful when defined as the
graduate’s satisfaction with the study abroad
program?

Prediction #2

It was predicted that the graduates valued
the study abroad program even when they did
not find employment.

3.2 Research Design

The research used a factorial design to
capture the effect of several variables that
might affect employment such as gender, age,
field of study, prior experience, and or level of
education. The research captured quantitative
data through an online survey of participants.

Survey questions concerning graduate
satisfaction with KASP addressed the graduate’s
language barrier, multicultural experience,
academic readiness, and perceived academic
difficulty. All survey questions used a Likert scale
to generate quantitative data. This research
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design was chosen to determine a correlation
between the effects of the main variables.
Sample questions were tested on colleagues
before distribution to research participants. The
identities of research participants were kept
confidential and participants were encouraged
to provide honest responses.

3.3 Participants and Setting

3.3.1 Sample Description

The sample population for this research
was recent graduates of the KASP program. In
the Fall 2015 semester, it was assumed that the
Saudi Arabian Cultural Ministry (SACM) would
provide direct contact with the sample population.
However, providing personal information, such
as email addresses, was prohibited. Instead,
SACM made the survey available to recent
KASP graduates through their Facebook page.
Participants could then voluntarily click on the
survey link to participate. The original intent was
to contact 100 male and 100 female graduates,
with an expected return rate for online surveys
of 32.6% (Nulty, 2008). However, the SACM
Facebook survey generated 56 male respondents
and 62 female respondents. This was much better
than original expected return rates for online
surveys. The age of the respondents (Table 1)
was representative of the students participating
in KASP program. The sample population was
distributed across a representative mix of Master’s
students (53%), Bachelor’s student (38%), and
PhD students (3%) (Table 2)

Table 3.: Respondent’s Age (by frequency and percentage)

Frequency | Percent Cumulative Percent

18-21 years old 2 1.7 1.7
22-27 years old 41 347 371
28-32 years old 52 441 81.9
33-39 years old 21 17.8 100.0

Total 116 98.3

Missing data 2 1.7
Total 118 100.0

Table 2: Respondent’s Education Level

Frequency Percent
Valid Bachelor Degree 45 38.1
Master Degree 62 525
PhD 3 25
Other 8 6.8
Total 118 100.0

3.3.2 Setting

The online survey was distributed through
the Facebook page of the Saudi Arabian
Cultural Ministry (SACM) in Washington D.C. It
generated 118 responses (N1=56 male; N2=62
female) through the voluntary, self- reported
online survey. The target population was KASP
graduates from multiple academic disciplines.
Figure 1 shows the distribution of N1/N2
participants across the reported academic

discipline.
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Figure 1: Participant Demographic by Field of Study
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3.4 Materials

For the present study all materials were
online. Aweb-based survey generated in Google
Forms was the main source of data collection
for this study. Responses were assigned a
time stamp identifier to keep the identity of
the respondent confidential. The anonymity of
the survey was intended to increase validity of
the data. Capturing objective data concerning
employment also increased the degree of
accuracy and reliability. However, data on
student satisfaction was subjective and the
reliability and validity have not been established.

3.4.1 Measures

Surveys were used to conduct exploratory
research on KASP graduates. Personal data on
information such as: field of study, age, marital
status, current employment status, and length of
job search, were captured in Part 1 of the survey
then clustered by similarities in response and
analyzed for trends affecting employment, job-
hunt, and satisfaction.

Part 2 of the survey captured employment
related data and Part 3 collected data on
KASP program satisfaction and the variable
that might affect it. Participants answered
questions on a Likert scale. The study compiled
the participants’ answers and determined the
mode, or most frequently occurring response
for each question. Separate data was compiled
for male and female employment responses.
The survey was designed to collect information
regarding employment such as; satisfaction
with job position, salary, job location, and scope
of responsibility. The study also used a Likert
scale to gather information on the graduates’

opinions concerning their participation in the
KASP program such as; satisfaction with their
experiences at the university, multicultural
experiences, academic preparedness, and
overall satisfaction with the study abroad
experience.

3.4.2 Intervention Materials

There was no direct intervention with the
participants. Self- reported success in finding
employment; the length of the job search, and
satisfaction with participation in the KASP
program was used to determine the overall
impact of the program. This information was
gathered through an online survey distributed
through the SACM social media site (Facebook).
The researcher received IRB approval through
the University of Dayton, developed the survey,
and distributed the test questionnaire to SACM.
SACM then made the survey available through
their Facebook page. No further training was
required to distribute, collect, or analyze the
data.

3.5 Procedures

3.5.1 Phase 1.

Development of a confidential, online survey
to capture the success of the KASP program
(as determined by employment and satisfaction
with participation in the program). Distribution
of sample surveys to colleagues to test the
accuracy and clarity of the questions. IRB
approved of the proposed questionnaire.

3.5.2 Phasell
Request to SACM for assistance in reaching
recent KASP graduates, and forwarding of the
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finished survey to SACM for distribution through
their Facebook page.

3.5.3 Phaselll

Collection of data from respondents, and
collection of finished questionnaires Initial
screening of the data to ensure representative
sample population of variables such as numbers
of male/female respondents and academic
disciplines.

3.5.4 PhaselV

Compile results of the exploratory research
through the survey’s online data collection
system and input of data into the IBM SPSS
program.

3.5.5 PhaseV

Analysis of quantitative data to determine the
percentage of employment by gender and field
of study. Then determine the statistical mode for
satisfaction in employment and participation in
KASP.

3.5.6 Data Collection

All data was collected through Google
Forms. Most questions were quantitative, with
a small section of short answer questions to
determine field of study.

3.6 Data Analysis

For research question 1, the survey results
produced ordinal data on the dependent
variable, employment. It also provided ordinal
data on multiple independent variables such
as; field of study, gender, experience, and
age. Information on variables was used to help

capture the correlation between the dependent
variables; the questionnaire gathered data
on independent variables. Then, unemployed
respondent’s information was clustered and
charted to determine correlations between the
independent variables.

The critical factors to determine the
success of the KASP program were captured
through interval data finding the mode of most
respondents spending less than 0-9 months on
ajob hunt, and more than 45% of the respondents
gaining employment. Since the average
percentage of employed college graduates is
currently around 30.1% (Habibi, 2015), to be
considered successful full-time employment
must be greater than the national average. The
data must provide nominal data on the level of
satisfaction with employment, and the majority
of responses should range between “Satisfied”
and “Very Satisfied” with their job. The survey
also captured information on respondents not
seeking employment to determine if they are
unemployed by choice.

For research question 2, the questionnaire
provided ordinal data on independent variables
that could affect the dependent variable of
“Overall Satisfaction” with KASP. Those variables
included; language emersion, multicultural
experience, academic preparedness, and
US University experience. To be considered
successful, more than 78% of respondents
should rate their overall experience, as
be “Satisfied” or “Very Satisfied”. Ordinal
information on independent variables can be
used to analyze the participants’ self-evaluation
of the KASP experience.
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3.7 Limitations

The study was limited by the ability to identify
cultural factors that affect employment such as
wasta: a form of nepotism common in Saudi
culture. The study was also limited in its ability
to analyze the outside effects on the Saudi job
market such as of unrest in the Middle East and
changes in the Saudi economy. These factors
may play a role in employment for all Saudis,
including KASP graduates.

Chapter 1V: Results
4.1 Introduction

The purpose of this study was to evaluate
the success of the KASP program and the value
of an international education. Research into the
success based on employment examined: 1)
The ability of graduates to attain employment
and 2) The length of time necessary to secure
a job.

The second element of research evaluated
the student’s satisfaction with participation in
KASP by examining: 1) Student participation
in KASP and, 2) the overall satisfaction of the
students’ experiences, and the graduates’
success in obtaining a position after graduation.
The subsequent discussion examined several
factors that may affect employment such as age,
gender, experience, and graduates employment
goals, and factors that may influence student
satisfaction such as academic preparedness,
language skills, length of time in the KASP
program, and US university location.

4.2 Survey

A single survey was generated to collect
quantitative data that could be analyzed to

determine the success of the program and the
factors that most affected the success or failure
of KASP. The survey was posted on the SACM
Facebook account on February 11, 2016 and
there was an initial response of 119 graduates
within the first five days, with 52.5% female
respondents and 47.5% male respondents.
This reflects the KASP participation by gender
since females account for 60% of the student
population (ICEF Monitor, 2012). The responses
provided adequate number of student by both
gender and age (Table 1) to provide data for
analysis. The survey provided no identifying
personal data to the researcher so it remained
anonymous.

4.3 Descriptive Analysis

4.3.1 Employment

The first part of the research captured data
to determine success of the KASP program
in terms of employment. The questions on
this portion attempted to capture data on the
number of graduates finding employment (full-
time or part-time), whether unemployment was
by choice, their satisfaction with the job, and
the length of time spent finding a job. Of the
119 respondents, 45.4% had found full time,
and of those employed full-time. However, when
examined by gender women took longer to find
a job and had higher rates of unemployment
(Figure 2). Over all the employment average was
above the average for most Saudi employees,
since the average number of Saudi employees
with university degrees is currently around
30.1% (Habibi, 2015).

Of those employed 82.1% worked in areas
related to their degree or closely related or
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somewhat related to their field of study (Table
3), and most tended to be either satisfied or very
satisfied with their position (Table 4).

30 - ~ m Female
25 = Male
20 o
15 o B
10
5
5 - e
Full Part Not  Unable to
time Time  seeking find work
ajop
Figure 2: Employment by Gender
Table 3 Job: Career Field Relationship
Frequency %
Yes, closely related to my field of 49 41.5
study
Somewhat related to my field of study 12 10.2
No, unrelated to my field of study 7 5.9
| am not currently employed 37 31.4
Total 105 89.0
Missing data 13 11.0
Total 118 100.0
Frequency %
Very satisfied 19 16.1
Satisfied 25 212
Neither satisfied or dissatisfied 7 5.9
Dissatisfied 7 59
Very dissatisfied 2 1.7
| am not currently employed 37 31.4
Total 97 82.2
Missing data 21 17.8
118 100.0

In addition to capturing data on employment,
the survey captured data on the graduates’
satisfaction with their position and their average
length of time spent searching for a job. Figure

3 demonstrates that a third of the graduates
found that jobs in less than three months
(26%) followed by less than six months (10.%).
However, it also shows that a significant number
of graduates searched for more than a year
(15%), of the remaining graduates 36% were
not employed, and female graduates spent
longer on job hunts.

Of those unemployed, a large percentage
of graduates chose not to seek employment.
While the actual number of graduates opting
to not seek employment for other reasons
was relatively small (9%), those not seeking
employment because of continuing education
(32%) accounted for a relatively large portion
of the sample population. With these two
categories combined, the total number of
graduates not seeking employment (41%) was
relatively large. Especially when compared to
then number of graduates that reported a lack
of jobs in their field of study (22%) and those
reporting they did not have enough experience
to secure a position (13%).
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Figure 3. Job Search by Gender
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Table 5: Reasons for Unemployment

F Valid Cumulative
requency | Percent Percent Percent
Lack of jobs in
field of study 20 16.9 22.0 22.0
Lack of
experience in 12 10.2 13.2 35.2
field of study
Continuing
education,
rather than 29 246 31.9 67.0
work
Not seeking
employment 8 6.8 8.8 75.8
for personal . . .
reasons
lam
employed, this 22 186 24.2 100.0
question does : ) .
not apply
Total 91 771 100.0
Missing data 27 22.9
Total 118 100.0

4.3.2 Satisfaction with KASP

The second part of determining KASP
success was accessing the value of the study
abroad experience. The vast majority of
graduates (89.83%) found the overall experience
either satisfying (37.3%) or very satisfying
(52.5%) (Table 6) In fact, the satisfaction with
KASP participation was so high that assessing
factors that might affect dissatisfaction, such
as the US University, academic preparedness,
language barriers, negative multicultural
experiences, or time-in-country were factors that

supported the high rate of graduate satisfaction.
Table 6: Overall Satisfaction with the Study Abroad Experience

Frequency Percent

Valid Very Satisfied 62 52.5
Somewhat satisfied 44 37.3

Neither satisfied or 7 5.9

dissatisfied

Dissatisfied 4 3.4

Very dissatisfied 1 .8
Total 118 100.0

4.4 Reliability

Given the nature of the research, the self-
reported data could not be independent of
social desirability, an effect known to distort
the validity of measurements (Edwards, 1970).
So, the research was conducted online and
all responses were anonymous, reducing the
likelihood of biased self- presentation (Paulhus,
1991). The research used an IBM SPSS
Statistics program to run correlations that show
Pearson correlations between multiple factors
with coefficients and two-tailed significance
levels.

4.4.1 Hypothesis Testing

The primary goal of this research was to
determine the success of the KASP program
through two measures: Success in finding
employment and overall satisfaction with
participation in the study abroad program.
Success was determined by the KASP
Saudi’s

employment for college graduates seeking

graduates  exceeding average
employment (30.1%) in a time period of less
than 9 months (Habibi, 2015). Based on the
data, the KASP graduates exceeded the
Saudi average for college graduates (45.4%).
However, the average job hunt showed slightly
more than half those seeking jobs were placed
in less than nine months, and it varied greatly
for female graduates who often spent more than
a year looking for employment (Figure 3). No
data exists for Saudi female college graduates
average job hunt, so it is not possible to know if
this is better than average by gender.

The present research also examined
overall satisfaction with graduate participation
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in the study abroad program; a determination
of 60% of graduates must be either “Satisfied”
or “Very Satisfied”. The ordinal information on
independent variables was to be used to analyze
the participant’s self-evaluation of the KASP
program. The data revealed an overwhelming
number of graduates were either “Satisfied” or
“Very Satisfied” (89.83%). In fact, less than 5%
were either “Dissatisfied” or “Very Dissatisfied”
(Table 6). Graduate satisfaction significance >
95%.

4.5 Exploratory Findings

4.5.1 Employment

There were significant differences in the
employment data comparing employment for
male and female graduates. Female graduates
did not find employment as quickly as male
graduates, with many taking more than a year
(Figure 3). The male graduates were not only
quicker to find employment; they were also
employed at greater rates than female graduates
(Figure 2). Once employed, the jobs seem to be
in the field of study and graduates have a high
level of satisfaction with their position (Table 4).

When surveyed about the reason for not
seeking employment, 32% of the respondents
said they were continuing education rather
than work, while 9% were not seeking work for
personal reasons (Table 6). These two statistics
account for more than 40% of the graduates,
this number was slightly lower than the number
of Saudi’s participating in the workforce (Habibi,
2015). There was a high positive correlation
between the time spent looking for a job and the
graduate’s satisfaction with their current position
(r=0.513, n = 97, p = 0.000) (Table 7).

Table 7: Job Search: Job Satisfaction Correlation

How long How satisfied
did you are you with
actively seek your current
employment? job?
How long Pearson 1 513
did you Correlation
actively seek -
employment? Sig. .000
(2-tailed)
N 118 97
How satisfied Pearson .513** 1
are you with Correlation
your current
job? Sig. .000
(2-tailed)
N 97 97

**_Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).

4.5.2 KASP Satisfaction

Inthe area of overall satisfaction with the study
abroad experience there was an overwhelming
satisfaction with participation in the program
(Table 6). The relatively low “Dissatisfied”
or “Very Dissatisfied” when examined was
expected. Positive correlations existed between
pairs of factors concerning English language
proficiency and other factors. The Pearson
product-moment correlation coefficient was
computed to assess the relationships There
were positive correlations found between the
perceived difficulty of the language barrier and
the student’'s perceived readiness academic
challenge (r = 0.216, n = 104, p = 0.028) (Table
8), and the perceived difficulty of the language
barrier and the graduate’s multicultural
experience (r = 0.228, n = 105, p = 0.019) (Table
9), suggesting that English language skills affect
the students’ experience.

There was also a negative correlation
between the highest degree received and
the graduate’s satisfaction with the overall
experience (r = -0.207, n = 118, p = 0.025)
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(Table 10), this could be attributed to many
factors, and more research in this area is
recommended. A second negative correlation
crosses between categories of employment
and KASP satisfaction; the length of study in
the US is negatively correlated to the student’s
satisfaction with their current job(r = - 0.036, n
=93, p

= 0.732) (Table 11), suggesting that student
expectations for employment following short
periods of education may lead to greater

Table 10: Job Search: Multicultural Experience Correlation

How long did you How would
actively seek you rate the
employment? multicultural

experience?
How long Pearson 1 .256**
did you Correlation
actively seek N
employment? Sig. .008
(2-tailed)
N 118 106
How would Pearson .256** 1
you rate the Correlation
multicultural N
experience? Sig. .008
(2-tailed)
N 106 106

dissatisfaction.

Table 8: Academic Challenge: English Language Correlation

**_Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).

Table 11: Length of Participation: Job Satisfaction Correlation

How long did How satisfied
you study are you with
ataUs your current
university? job?
How long did Pearson 1 -.036
you study at a Correlation
US university?
Sig. (2-tailed) 732
N 103 93
How satisfied Pearson -.036 1
are you with Correlation
your current
job? Sig. (2-tailed) 732
N 93 97

How well How
prepared difficult
were you was the
for the language
academic barrier?
challenge?
How well prepared Pearson 1 216
were you for the Correlation
academic challenge? - -
Sig. (2-tailed) .028
N 104 104
How difficult was the Pearson .216* 1
language barrier? Correlation
Sig. (2-tailed) .028
N 104 107

*. Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).

Table 9: Multicultural Experience: English Language Correlation

How difficult How would
was the you rate the
language multicultural
barrier? experience?
How difficult Pearson 1 .228*
was the Correlation
language -
barrier? Sig. .019
(2-tailed)
N 107 105
How would you rate Pearson .228* 1
the multicultural Correlation
experience?
Sig. (2-tailed) .019
N 105 106

*. Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).

4.5 Discussion

The findings indicate that KASP appears
to have a positive impact on employment
following graduation from the program, and
that students participating in the program are
satisfied with their experiences. Other findings
indicate that the graduates’ perceived English
language proficiency has a correlation to both
the graduates’ overall multi-cultural experience
and their perceived academic challenge. Other
correlations are related to satisfaction and the
amount of time spent abroad and the level
of education. These findings, along with the
findings that females have a harder time finding
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a job and spend more time on their job search,
could be used to shape future scholarship
programs.

Chapter V: Conclusions and
Implications

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has invested
an enormous amount of money in an effort
to produce leaders for tomorrow. The KASP
program was expected to help prepare
graduates to fill the shortcomings in the countries
educational system (Achoui, 2009). KASP
graduates would have better English skills and
more technical and the Kingdom invested in the
largest scholarship program in its history. As
the decade long program draws to a close, it
is important to assess the impact it has had on
the country and the individuals that participated
in the program. This study’s hypothesizes were
correct in that graduates valued the multicultural,
study abroad experience even when they did not
find employment, and college graduates were
employed at a greater rate than other Saudi
college graduates.

5.1 Exploratory Findings

The findings in the literature review document
high unemployment rates with Saudi citizens
(Hilal et al., 2015). This was due, in part, to high
rates of voluntary unemployment stemming
from the Saudi tendency to want only high
paying government jobs and an over-reliance on
foreign workers (Achoui, 2009). The percentage
of total Saudi citizens has continued to increase
through the actions taken by the government,
KASP being one of those. This research was
in agreement with previous studies and found

more than 40% of KASP graduates not seeking
work, the number of employed graduates
exceeded national averages.
Otheremployment concerns mentioned in the
literature review is the exceptionally low number
of women due, in part, to a lack of technical
education and vocational training (Calvert &
Al-Setaiwi, 2002). This research differed in its
findings that female KASP participants were
in equal proportion to male participants, but
the research supported previous findings of
high unemployment among women. The study
female participants they had a more difficult time
finding a position after graduation. Other studies
have found that male university graduates
have 3.9% unemployment rate in Saudi, but
female university graduates experience a 32%
unemployment rate (Habibi, 2012)

5.2 Implications

The previous studies have shown the Saudi
work force needs several improvements, such
as changing the wasta system, Saudization of
the workforce, improved employment of women,
less voluntary unemployment, building a middle
class and creating jobs for young workers,
producing technically proficient leaders, and
producing English speaking skills for a globalized
world (Calvert & Al-Setaiwi, 2002; Achoui, 2009;
Hilal et al., 2015). While no one program is the
answer this study demonstrates that KASP has
a positive impact on several of the problems.

The results of this study were mixed.
Some results supported previous findings with
high rates of female unemployment and large
percentages of graduates voluntarily not seeking
employment. However, employment is not the
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only measure of KASP impact. Further research
is needed to determine the impact over time from
the multicultural experience of the stud abroad
program. Increased English speaking skills may
have an impact on companies in the Middle
East. Already Saudi had seen an increase in
quality with several Saudi universities ranking in
the top 10 Arab universities. (Habibi, 2015)

Yet other findings contradict previous
findings. For instance, population studies have
found that its population is skewed toward young
workers (Achoui, 2009). However, our research
population shows a much older demographic. It
is unclear why the program participants are older
in age than the general population of university
students. Again, further studies are required to
determine if age plays a role, and what variables
are affected.

5.3 Limitations and Future Directions

5.3.1 Employment Research

The greatest limitation in researching the
employment of KASP graduates is the inability
to control outside variables, such as the effects
on the Saudi job market from unrest in the
Middle East, to falling oil prices, and changes
in the Saudi economy .A future study which
compares graduates from Saudi Universities
and US Universities would provide a more
accurate assessment of the impact of KASP.

In addition, the Saudi job market is still
heavily influenced by wasta. The tribal history of
the country created a form of nepotism that is
seemingly impossible to isolate or quantify when
researching

employment. Factors such as social
relationships and job placement must be

surveyed. It is possible that students attending
US Universities under KASP have better
connections in the job market then the graduates
entering the workforce from Saudi Universities.

Other limitations exist when trying to isolate
the employment data by gender. Because
of the lack of historical data pertaining to
female employment in Saudi Arabia, it is not
possible to know if female KASP graduates are
outperforming women from Saudi Universities.
It is apparent female graduates had a more
difficult time finding jobs, and the study
demonstrated that female graduates had much
longer job searches. However, given the cultural
differences in gender and employment outside
of the home, the KASP program may still have a
positive impact. More research is needed in this
area. Saudi Arabia can benefit from this research
by employing larger numbers of female workers.

5.3.2 KASP Satisfaction Research

This study found that students were
overwhelmingly positive in their satisfaction
with the program. However, there were
strong correlations between English language
preparedness, multicultural experiences and
academic experiences. More research is needed
in determining if the correlations have an effect
on the impact on the study abroad feature of the
KASP program.

This study is limited in its ability to follow-up on
correlations found in data analysis. Specifically,
there were also two negative correlations
between time in the US and job satisfaction, and
the level of education and overall satisfaction with
the program. A qualitative study is required to
isolate the variables affecting these correlations.
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More research is required to determine if future
scholarship programs have an optimal level of
education to produce a meaningful study abroad
experience.

5.3.3 Future Directions

In light of the findings of the current study
was constructed to reach a sample population
and determine what the impact of KASP is. It is
suggested that future studies examine the KASP
graduates in mid-career to determine if there is
a long term effect on graduates performance,
job satisfaction, and demonstrated leadership.
The program was a massive undertaking and
may prove to have long-range impact. It is also
suggested that the careers of female graduates
be examined at mid-career to determine if
their career opportunities vary from their male
counterparts.

5.3.4 Conclusion

This study investigated the impact of
KASP as measured by both employment and
satisfaction with participation in the program. A
summary of the hypotheses and results revealed
that the program was successful. However, as
previously cited, 78% of the participants felt that
KASP would significantly improve their quality of
life, only 45% found full time work (an additional
40% did not seek employment). Yet, as predicted,
even those not finding employment found value
in the study abroad experience. Limitations of
the study to determine the impact of variables
not included in the survey and lack of historical
data to establish norms. Future research into
the impact of the program on Saudi society can
help shape future programs and create leaders
for tomorrow.
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